The story of the influence upon Arthur Conan Doyle of the Edinburgh Surgeon, Joseph Bell , who was a lecturer, Justice of the Peace and Deputy Lieutenant, during Doyle's student days is quoted from time to time and Bell is thought to be model for Sherlock Holmes; perhaps less well known is that Doyle, also a Deputy Lieutenant, showed much initiative during the Anglo-Boer War (1899) (1900) (1901) (1902) in dealing with typhoid, then a major illness, highly prevealent, that caused deployment of vast resources. Vincent Cirillo tells us more about all of this (page 2). Doyle published his stories of the 23 years of the active career of his extremely perceptive consulting detective, Sherlock Holmes (1854-c1918), during the period from 1880 to 1914. Doyle also drew attention to and encouraged interest in the pterodactyl! 1 Writing is a popular pastime for doctors and others involved in health care. Conan Doyle did not give up medicine for writing but William Somerset Maugham (1874-1965) did; some of Maugham's stories, wellknown but perhaps less so than those of Doyle, are based on his medical experiences; Seamus O'Mahony (page 53) invites us to learn more of Maugham who emphasised the value of a medical education upon the better understanding of human nature.
The Prisoner's Memoirs of Dartmoor Prison written in 1852 by Charles Andrews, signed by his fellow captives and published in New York, gives food for thought about the harsh treatment of prisoners at that time; Robin Agnew tells us about Amos Babcock and his part in this matter (page 8). The United Nations work on human rights and the apparent reduction in reoffending rate following more humane imprisonment in Bastoy Island in Norway illustrate advances made since the mid-nineteenth century. Dartmoor Prison may close but for economic reasons. Quotations regarding the manner in which a nation treats its prisoners and its weakest members have been attributed variously to Dostoyevsky, Churchill, Gandhi and others and the recent death of Nelson Mandela has sent messages round the world about the need to keep strong and vigilant against abuses. 'Barbed-wire disease' with boredom, confusion, clouding of consciousness and amnesia in long-term incarceration is not a matter generally understood though described in 1919 by Adolf Vischer and reported now by Avi Ohry (page 14). The psychotherapeutic work of Jules Dejerine in Paris, where what we now term neurology and psychiatry were in the process of separating as medical specialities, and of Dejerine's disciple Joseph Pratt in Boston and the ensuing cognitive behavioural therapy of Aaron Beck, are all discussed and contrasted by Charles Ambrose (page 33). His biography of Pratt is enhanced by the monochrome photography and rare image of a ward at La Salpeˆtrie`re in Paris.
The world of dental surgery is not lacking in innovation either. Stanley Gelbier (page 17) brings us news of Geoffrey Slack from The London Hospital, with a personal introduction via childhood toothache to Professor Duckworth and many others who developed this area of dentistry for the young. Barbara Hawgood (page 44) discusses the role of oral and maxillofacial surgery in the hands of David Poswillo from New Zealand and the important Poswillo Report that set standards for anaesthesia and resuscitation in dental work. Cleft palate and teratogenesis were other fields in which this surgeon excelled particularly, some of his experimental work being carried out in a garden shed. John Kirkup shows (page 58) how important surgical instruments, scissors in particular, are to the professional, in this instance the tonsillectomy scissors devised by John Erichsen. Cross-blade scissors are said to have been invented in Rome in the first century AD; however, scissors and many other instruments would not have been known to Hecamede who Alexia Balanika and Christos Baltas tell us nursed on the battlefield in a Trojan War (page 30). It is important not to ignore lessons from such early medicine though we know not a great deal about it. The Journal of Medical Biography tries to be eclectic and not to ignore it as we go now into the year 2014.
